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This was the last letter which the President signed before
his death. It once more proves the old Field-Marshal's
steadfast love for the Papen who had been able to captivate
him with his pleasantness and charm, but who never in any
instance succeeded in accomplishing any of the tasb which
Hindenburg gave him to do.
On the 15th August 1934 Papen landed from a triple-
engined Junker aeroplane on the Aspern aerodrome near
Vienna. The plane was one reserved for Hitler's private
use, and the gesture was meant as the Chancellor's announce-
ment to the world at large that no trace remained of the
misunderstandings of the 30th June between himself and his
former Vice-Chancellor.
Papen was accompanied by his two secretaries, Herr von
Tschirschky und Boegendorff and Baron von Ketteler, and
was met by representatives of the Austrian Government and
the complete staff of the German Embassy in Vienna. At
the very moment of his arrival he caused some resentment
by giving his staff the Hitler salute, which was received with
murmurs of indignation by the crowd that had gathered
round the plane.
Papen makes Empty Promises
The next day Papen presented his credentials to Miklas,
the President of Austria. Although he had the strict orders
of Hitler to use all his energies with the object of slipping
Austria into Germany's hands as soon as possible, yet on the
16th August he made the following declaration to the
President:
Appointed to Vienna by the Reichschancellor as Envoy
Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary on special
mission, I have the honour of handing your Excellency
my credentials, which at the same time give notice of the
recall of my esteemed predecessor in office.
In entering upon the honourable office of representing
the German Government in Austria I am conscious of the
high importance and responsibility which is implicit in